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Map monographic theme
All children and adolescents (CA) have the right to be heard, express their points of
view, and considered in decision-making processes that affect their lives (ONU,
1989). These rights cannot be excluded from the field of scientific research and
knowledge creation (Aguirre et al., 2021). Moreover, recent evidence has shown
that in the context of Covid-19, research that actively engages with children and
adolescents has acquired greater relevance (Cuevas-Parra, 2020) and this will
continue in subsequent periods.
Participatory research with CA is an umbrella term that encompasses children’s
participation in decision-making related to the research process. The active
participation of children and adolescents in scientific research as co-researchers has
evolved significantly in recent decades (Saracostti et al., 2015) which has shown a
movement in the focus of social science research and research processes involving
children and adolescents. This shift reflects a change of focus in social science
research, from viewing children and adolescents as subjects-objects of studies, to
acknowledging them as subjects capable of participating in the co-construction of
knowledge (James & Prout, 2010). In turn, this approach to intergenerational
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research between adult researchers and children can enable the construction of more
democratic knowledge about their lives and the recognition of children and
adolescents as agents of change and capable researchers (Marinkovic et al., 2022).
Additionally, Liebel (2007) argued that research carried out with children and
adolescents can generate significant and helpful knowledge to learn about their ways
of thinking, opinions, and points of view.
The specialized literature in this topic shows that CA are willing and able to
participate in the different stages of research and that research benefits from their
incorporation in the various stages (Davis, 2000; Davis et al., 2003; Jones, 2004;
Kirby, 1999; Mannay, 2017; Shier, 2015). Additionally, adult researchers’
commitment to actively involve CA as co-researchers transforms both the process
and outcomes of the research. In this way, the experience of being a young coresearcher itself holds the potential to become a significant learning tool for children
and adolescents (Reimer & McLean, 2015).
Lundy and McEvoy (2011) attributed importance to CA actively participating in
research question formulation, method suitability, data collection instrument design
or application, analysis, and interpretation of results and/or dissemination materials
and methodology design. To achieve this, flexible and creative methodologies are
becoming increasingly popular in social research with children (Mannay, 2017;
Tisdall et al., 2010). The scientific literature on the topic shows a variety of
strategies for involving children in the research process, including focus groups,
research capacity-building training sessions or workshops, photography, and
filming. Many participation strategies use a variety of data collection methods where
children and adolescents are the subjects and we seek here to better differentiate
between children's participation as subjects in studies that use participatory methods
(e.g., focus groups to collect data) and children's participation within participatory
research processes (e.g., focus groups used to involve children in decision making
related to the research process).
It is necessary to consider that participatory research with CA poses important
ethical challenges for adult researchers, particularly in relation power-sharing during
the process of knowledge co-construction (Rodríguez-Pascual, 2007). Adult
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researchers require addressing these considerations to actively involve children in
the research process and avoid tokenistic participation. Lundy, McEvoy and Byrne
(2011) pointed out that this approach to doing research with CA implies a deep
ethical commitment on the part of adult researchers to carefully design
methodologies that make it possible to co-construct valid knowledge with CA about
their views and experiences. In this context, participatory researchers have
developed strategies and techniques to balance power dynamics in the research
setting and facilitate children's freedom expression. For example, actively involving
children in research from the outset of a project can help negotiate with them how
they want to participate in the production of knowledge (if they wish to do so).
This monograph will be guided by three central questions:
(1) What methodological strategies have been used to involve children and
adolescents in research processes as co-researchers in different contexts of
Latin America and the world?
(2) What are the implicit or explicit ethical considerations in participatory research
studies conducted with child and adolescent co - researchers?
(3) What are children and adolescents’ own views and experiences of being coresearchers?
In this monograph, we are concerned with providing space for the main results arising
from research in which children and adolescents have participated as co-researchers,
including thematic findings and an analysis of the methodological strategies and/or
ethical dimensions at play.
Articles from any country or region of the world will be accepted.
Articles should follow the Guidelines of the authors of the journal.
References
Aguirre, B., Salvo, I., Ravetllat, I., Cubillos, J. Contreras, L., Saracostti, M., & Salum,
S. (2021). Agenda Niñez y Adolescencia 2022-2026. Propuestas para una
3

política
pública
integral.
Universidad
Autónoma
de
Chile.
https://ediciones.uautonoma.cl/index.php/UA/catalog/book/103
Cuevas, P. (2020). Co-Researching with Children in the Time of Covid-19: Shifting
the Narrative on Methodologies to Generate Knowledge. International Journal of
Qualitative Methods, 19, 1-12.
Davis, J. (2000). Disability studies as ethnographic research and text: Research
strategies and roles for promoting social change? Disability and Society, 15(2),
191-206.
Davis, J. M., Watson, N., Corker, M., & Shakespeare, T. (2003). Reconstructing
disabled childhoods and social policy in the UK. Falmer.
James, A., & Prout, A. (2010). Constructing and reconstructing childhood.
Contemporary issues in the sociological study of childhood. Routledge.
Jones, A. (2004). Involving children and young people as researchers. In S. Fraser, V.
Lewis, S. Ding, M. Kellet, & C. Robinson (eds.), Doing research with children
and
young
people
(pp.
113-130).
Sage.
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/238400491_So_round_the_spiral_agai
n_A_reflective_participatory_research_project_with_children_and_young_peop
le
Kirby, P. (1999). Contemporary Research Issues Involving Young Researchers. How
to Enable Young People to Design and Conduct Research. Joseph Rowntree
Foundation.
Liebel, M. (2007). Niños
investigadores. Encuentro,
(78), 6-18.
https://doi.org/10.5377/encuentro.v0i78.3661
Lundy, L., & McEvoy, L. (2011a). Children’s rights and research processes: Assisting
children to (in)formed views. Childhood, 19(1), 129-144.
Lundy, L., McEvoy, L., & Byrne, B. (2011b). Working with young children as co
researchers: An approach Informed by the United Nations Convention on the
Rights of the Child. Early Education & Development, 22(5), 714-736.
Mannay, D. (2017). Métodos visuales, narrativos y creativos en investigación
cualitativa. Narcea.
Marinkovic, K., Gibbs, L., Saracostti, M., Lafaurie, A., Campbell, R., Sweeney, D.,
Hernández, M., Sotomayor, B., Escobar, F., Miranda, E., López-Ordosgoitia, R.,
Aristizábal, Giraldo, D., M., Wright, M., Charalampopoulos, D., & Alisic. E.
(2022). Think Big: a multi-national collaboration to promote children’s role as
4

co-researchers in participatory research. American Journal of Community
Psychology (In press).
Ochoa, A., & Pérez, L., (2019). El aprendizaje servicio, una estrategia para impulsar
la participación y mejorar la convivencia escolar. Psicoperspectivas. Individuo y
Sociedad, 18(1).
ONU. (1989). Convención Sobre los Derechos del Niño. Adoptada y abierta a la firma
y ratificación por la Asamblea General en su resolución 44/25, de 20 de
noviembre de 1989. ONU.
Reimer, K., & McLean, L. (2015). Taking note: Engaging students as coresearchers. Radical Pedagogy, 12(2), 68-92.
Rodríguez-Pascual, I. (2007). Los desafíos metodológicos, ¿cómo conocemos al
niño desconocido? Centro de Investigaciones Sociológicas.
Saracostti, M., Caro, P., Grau, M. O., Kinkead, A. P., & Vatter, N. (2015). El derecho
de participación en la niñez: alcances y desafíos para la investigación social.
Revista del Clad Reforma y Democracia, 62, 211-244.
Shier, H. (2015). Children as researchers in Nicaragua: Children's consultancy to
transformative research. Global Studies of Childhood, 5(2), 206-219.
Tisdall, K., Davis, J., & Gallagher, M. (2010). Researching with Children & Young
People: Research Design, Methods and Analysis. The Journal of Educational
Research, 103(4), 291-292.

5

